1904. 


BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


TO  THE  CHAILIMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BRANDON  AND 
BYSHOTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

At  tlie  census  taken  in  1901,  the  total  population  of  your  district  was  found  to 
be  15,573. 


In  the  Centre  Ward  there  were  2319  males  and  2182  females. 


In  the  East  Ward  ,, 

, 1828 

1714 

In  the  North  Ward  ,. 

, 1280 

1172 

In  the  South  Ward  , 

, 1059 

925 

In  the  West  Ward  , 

, 1656 

1438 

8142 

7431 

At  the  end  of  1904,  I estimated  the  population  to  be  16,791,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  year,  16,600.  The  statistics  given  in  this  report  are  based  on  the 
latter  number. 


The  area,  in  acres,  is  about  6,683.  The  district  is  hilly  and  divided  into 
five  Wards  : the  East,  West,  North,  South,  and  Centre.  The  East,  South,  and 
Centre  adjoin  each  other,  and  are  the  most  populous  ; the  North  and  West  are 
isolated.  The  houses  are  situated  principally  on  the  slojjes  of  the  hills,  and  are  mostly 
well  drained.  For  a mining  district  they  are  of  a good  type  and  not  crowded 
together.  The  streets  are  wide  and  open,  providing  for  free  ventilation. 

289  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  and  of  these  21  occurred  in 
public  institutions  outside  the  district.  The  deaths  were  at  the  rate  of  17 '409  per 
thousand.  Those  under  five  years  of  age  were  at  the  rate  of  8 '132  per  thousand,  and 
those  over  five  were  at  the  I’ate  of  9 '277  per  thousand. 

The  Zjunotic  death-rate  was  2 289,  being  double  the  rate  in  the  previous 
year.  Infant  mortality-rate,  152  per  thousand  births.  The  Phthisis  death-rate  was 
1'686  per  thousand.  Respiratory  death-rate,  excluding  Phthisis,  2'650  per  thousand. 
The  infant  mortality-rate  is  a little  lower,  but  the  Phthisis  death-rate  is  too  high, 
being  above  the  average  for  the  County  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Seven  inquests  were  held,  and  nine  deaths  were  uncertified. 

596  births  were  registered  during  the  year.  Of  these,  303' were  males  and 
293  were  females.  This  number  is  53  more  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 
The  birth-rate  was  3 5 '9 51  per  thousand. 


In  the  following  table  the  rates  for  your  district  and  the  County  are 
compared  : — 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  death-rate 
Infant  mortality-rate 
Phthisis  death-rate 
Respiratory  death  -rate 


Bracilon  and 
Byshotlles. 

35-951 

17-409 

2-289 

1 ;:.7  per  thousand 
J-  ^ Births. 

1-686 
2-650 


Administrative  County 
of  Durham. 

35-6 

18-3 

2-59 

ICO  PS*'  thousand 
Births. 

1- 07 

2- 92 


V 


All  these  rates  compare  favourably  except  the  Phthisis  death-rate,  which  is 

higher. 


167  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notilied,  being  nearly  double  the  number 
in  1903.  The  increase  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  (80). 
most  of  which  occurred  at  Brandon  Colliery. 

Of  these,  48  were  Scarlet  Fever,  22  were  Diphtheria,  16  were  Erysipelas, 
1 was  Membranous  Croup,  and  80  were  Enteric  Fever. 

As  in  former  years,  your  Inspector  and  1 visited  the  cases,  and  did  all  we  could 
to  prevent  the  spread.  In  September,  we  wrote  a special  report  on  tlie  outbreak  of 
Enteric  Fever  at  Brandon  Colliery.  We  were  unable  to  find  any  definite  cause  for 
the  first  case,  but  were  quite  sure  that  it  was  not  due  to  either  the  milk  or  water 
supply.  The  first  cases  occui'red  in  West  Street,  and  others  quickl}^  followed  in 
Durham  Street.  This  distribution  led  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the  open  channel 
which  runs  from  the  top  of  West  Street  to  the  bottom  of  Durham  Street,  a distance 
of  about  a quarter  of  a mile,  was  largely  res})onsible  for  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

There  are  two  other  probable  causes  which  should  not  be  overlooked,  viz.  : 
the  privy  ash-pits  and  “ neighbouring.”  The  former  are  an  abomination  and  a 
disgrace  to  civilization,  and  should  be  aliolislied  and  replaced  by  water-closets  or 
ash-closets.  This  applies  to  all  the  privy  ash-pits  in  the  district. 

In  many  instances  infected  material  found  its  way  into  these  open  places,  and 
it  is  quite  easy  to  see  how  it  might  be  carried  back  into  the  houses  l)y  the  wind  and 
by  flies,  contaminating  first  the  food,  and  tln-ough  it  the  people. 

Many  of  the  patients  were  found  to  be  related,  or  to  liave  been  on  visiting 
terms,  and  I am  sure  that,  in  some  instances,  the  disease  was  contracted  in  this  way. 

In  all,  there  were  sixty-nine  cases  at  Brandon  Colliery,  and  of  these, 
thirty-seven  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  On  October  6th,  two  nurses  were  engaged 
by  your  Council  to  nurse  and  attend  to  tlie  patients  who  remained  at  home.  They  did 
splendid  work,  and  the  number  of  cases  quickly  diminislied  after  their  arrival.  One 
of  them  left  on  December  10th,  and  the  other  on  December  24th,  as  by  that  time  all 
the  cases  could  be  treated  in  the  Hos})ital. 

In  the  whole  district  there  were  eiglity  cases,  witli  twelve  deaths,  giving  a 
death-rate  of  15  per  cent. 

During  March  and  April,  Brandon  Colliery  sutfered  from  an  Epidemic  of 
Measles,  aijd,  on  my  recommendation,  the  Colliery  Schools  were  closed  from  25th 
March  to  25  th  April.  The  disease  afterwards  spread  to  Langley  Moor,  and  cases 
occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 

Fifty-two  patients  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  Of  these,  forty-one  were 
suflering  from  Enteric  Fever,  ten  from  Scarlet  Fever,  ami  one  from  Diphtheria. 
There  were  six  deaths  from  Enteric  Fever,  and  one  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
Institution. 

During  the  Enteric  Fever  outbreak  the  Hos})ital  was  t(.)0  small,  and  only  half 
the  total  number  of  cases  could  be  admitted,  but,  as  this  outbreak  was  exceptional, 
it  was  unnecessary  to  tliink  of  enlarging  it,  as  it  has  always  been  found  suflicient 
for  the  requirements  of  the  district. 

Some  proper  provision  should  be  made  for  the  treatment  of  Smallpox. 

In  July,  your  Inspector  and  I examined  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the 
district.  In  all,  we  visited  thirty-six  sheds,  in  which  were  housed  185  cows.  Two 
byres  in  particular  were  fouird  dirty,  and  notices  were  served  for  their  cleansing. 
In  one  case,  however,  it  was  necessary  to  serve  a statutory  notice  before  the  desired 
effect  could  be  obtained. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  good  and  continuous. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses,  and  no  tenemented  property  in  the 
district,  and  no  oflensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  it. 
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The  following  work  has  been  done  l)y  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  depai’t- 
ineiit  : — 


Special  visits  to  premises,  on  complaint  or  otherwise,  for  the  detection  of 


Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ..  ••  333 

Informal  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  ...  ...  219 

Statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 4 

Nuisances  abated  after  service  of  notices  ...  ...  ...  290 

Ashpits  and  Privies  examined  in  refei-ence  to  Scavenging  ...  ...  8529 

Notices  served  upon  the  Scavinging  Contractors  ...  ...  ...  68 

Infected  premises  visited  and  inspected  ...  ..  ...  ...  100 

Articles  of  Infected  Bedding,  &c.,  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  ...  334 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  103 


4'lie  notices  served  and  nuisances  abated  have  been  in  reference  to  structural 
defects  ol  dwelling  houses,  dirty  cow-byres,  slaughter  houses,  dilaijidated  a.shpits  and 
privies,  accumulations  of  manure,  un paved  and  broken  yards,  defective  draiiuige  or  no 
draiiuige,  pig  houses,  and  other  nuisances. 


It  is  pleasing  to  note  tliat,  as  the  result  of  close  supervision  over  the  scavenging, 
there  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  this  department  during  the  past  two  or 
three  years.  Many  of  the  sub-districts  this  year  have  been  exceedingly  well  done  by 
the  Contractors. 


Six  old  aslipits  and  privies  have  been  abolished  and  replaced  by  earth-closets. 
Several  damaged  and  dilapidated  doors  of  dwelling  houses  have  been  repaired  and 
laid  in  concrete.  Numerous  insanitary  arrangements  of  slop-wastes  and  sinks  whicb 
were  found  in  the  pantries  of  many  of  the  houses  in  Dutham  and  West  Streets, 
Brandon  [rc  Epidemic  of  Enteric),  have  been  removed. 

New  systems  of  drainage  have  been  provided  for  a block  of  eight  houses,  and 
for  B,  Thornton’s  cow-byres  and  pig-houses,  Brandon  Vdlage.  Numerous  other 
nuisances  have  been  abated,  and  matters  attended  to,  on  the  verbal  request  of  your 
Inspector,  of  which  no  record  has  been  taken. 


Analysis  of  Water. 


One  sample  of  drinking  water  has  been  taken  from  a well  at  Primrose  Side 
Farm,  and  sidnnitted  for  examination,  which  was  condemned  as  being  untit  for 
drinking  purposes.  In  this  case,  the  well  was  ordered  by  the  Council  to  be  closed, 
and  a pure  supply  to  be  laid  on.  Nothing  has  been  done,  but  the  matter  is  receiving 
attention. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

All  the  workshops  in  the  district  have  been  inspected,  in  which  were 
employed  44  males  and  37  females.  Generally,  they  were  found  clean  and 
conforming  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  ventilation  of  one  room  has  been 
improved  since  last  year.  One  tailoring  establishment  disused,  one  dirty  premises, 
and  two  dirty  water-closets  were  found.  In  due  course,  notices  were  served  and  the 
nuisances  abated. 


The  principal  industries  observed  in  the  workshops  are  : — Tailoring,  Dress- 
making, Millinery,  Joinering,  Baking,  Shoemaking,  and  Blacksmithing. 

Appended  to  the  report  are  the  four  official  tables,  which  contain  much 
valuable  information  ; also  a table  relating  to  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 


Durham,  6th  February,  1905. 


HENBY  SMITH,  M.D., 

Medical  Ufficer  of  Health. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES,  & HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION. 

Inclddixg  Inspkctions  madk  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  op  Xuisan'ces. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspeotious. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Inoludiutr  Factory  Laundries). 

1 

Workshop.s 

(Includinij  Workshop  Laumiries). 

30 

3 

Workplaces  ... 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

Total 

32 

3 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Nu 

mber  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied, 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

3 

3 

Want  of  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Total 

4 

4 

3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

! N umber. 

Workshops  o 

m the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904  

X ^ 

One  Bakehouse  only. 

i 

li  |l 

Remainder  : — Dressmaking,  Millinery,  Tailoring,  Bootraaking, 

= ,X 

Joinering,  Blacksmithing. 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

22 

TABLE  I. 


BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  Years. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the 
District. 

Total 

Deaths 

IN 

Public 

Deaths  of 
Non- 

Deaths of 
Residents 

Nett  De.aths  at 
ALL  Ages 

Under  1 Year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

residents 

registered 

registered 
in  Public 

THE  District. 

Ykak. 

estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,00U 
Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Institu- 
tions IN 

THE 

District 

in  Public 
Institu- 
tions in 
the 

District. 

Institu- 

tions 

beyond 

the 

District. 

Number. 

; Rate.* 

1 

2 

4 

5 

C 

7 

8 

i» 

10 

11 

12 

1 n 

1894. 

15,257 

571 

36-442 

93 

162 

259 

16-938 

1895. 

15,504 

548 

35-3 

112 

204 

310 

19-9 

1896. 

15,812 

527 

33-3 

102 

187 

256 

16-1 

1897. 

16,145 

506 

31-34 

81 

160 

218 

13-5 

1898. 

16,426 

535 

32-5 

131 

226 

269 

16-37 

1899. 

16,700 

520 

31-13 

97 

186 

253 

15-149 

1900. 

16,934 

456 

26-928 

85 

186 

274 

16-18 

1 

1901. 

15,573 

615 

39-491 

126 

205 

281 

18-043 

10 

291 

18-686 

1902. 

15,787 

575 

36-422 

100 

148 

278- 

17-609 

11 

289 

18-306 

1903. 

16,184 

583 

36-035 

91 

156 

235 

13-964 

9 

244 

14-520 

A ve rages 
for  vears 

I894I19O3. 

16,032 

543 

33-888 

101 

182 

263 

16-375 

1904. 

16,600 

596 

35-951 

91 

152 

268 

16-144 

21 

289 

17-409 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

XuTE. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7 of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  distinct  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7, 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Xon-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  inlirmity,  and  dying  in  public 
institutions  there;  and  by  the  term  “Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or 
infirmity,  and  have  died  in  puldic  institutions  elsewliere. 

The  “Public  institutions”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  tlie  purposes  of  tliese  Tables  are  those  into  which  iiersons  are  luibituall3' 
received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  i 

(exclusive  of  area  - 6,68.3 
covered  by  water).  j 


Total  population  at  all  ages,  15,573 
Number  of  iidiabited  houses,  2,954 
Average  number  of  persons  per  liouse,  5“27 


nUANDON  AND  DYSIIOTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCII.. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1904  and  previous  years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


Isolation  Hospital,  Brandon  Fever  Hospital.  In  Centre  Ward. 


BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Deaths  at  'itie  sub.joined  ages  ok  " Residents  ” whethek 

OCCUKKING  IN  OK  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ok  “Residents” 

BBI.ONGING  TO  LOCALITIES,  WHETHER 
OCCUKKING  IiV  OK  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total 

Deaths 

WHETHEK  OK 

Residents 

Causes  ok  Death. 

1 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

8 

1 and 
under 

i 

0 and 
under 

1 5. 

1.5  and 
under 

(i 

2.5  and 
under 
(to. 

(15  and 
up- 
wards 

8 

East 

Ward. 

9 

West 

V.'ard, 

lU 

Xcrth 

Ward. 

11 

South 

Ward 

12 

Centre 

Ward. 

18 

OK  NON 

" Residents  ■’ 
IN  Public 
Institutions 

IN  THE 

Distkict. 

U 

Measles  ... 

11 

2 

8 

1 

5 

1 

5 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 

8 

4 

4 

6 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 
branous croup 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

[Enteric  ... 

Feveri 

[other  continued 

12 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

11 

6 

Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera  ... 

Plague  ... 

Diarrhoea 

19 

11 

5 

1 

2 

7 

1 

3 

8 

Enteritis  ... 

10 

7 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis)... 

28 

1 

4 

5 

18 

7 

1 

7 

3 

10 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

8 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

7 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Bronchitis 

16 

5 

2 

2 

7 

3 

3 

4 

1 

5 

Pneumonia 

23 

11 

6 

1 

3 

2 

7 

3 

1 

12 

Pleurisy  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 
piratory organs 

1 

1 

...  I 

1 

Alcoholism  \ 

Cirrhosis  of  liver/ 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth... 

10 

10 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition ... 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Heart  diseases  .. 

lo 

2 

9 

4 

2 

4 

1 

6 

Accidents 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Suicides  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

18 

13 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

12 

Rheumatism 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

... 

All  other  cau-ses... 

.51 

18 

3 

1 

15 

14 

1 1 ■ 

8 

7 

8 

17 

All  causes 

1 

268 

91 

44 

16 

13 

70 

34 

62 

34 

38 

28 

106 

' 

